Classifying Conflicts

Objective

To deepen pupils’ understanding of the causes of conflict.

Materials: Post-it notes in three different colours.

Procedure

1.

HOW DO WE MAKE PEACE?

Give each pupil five Post-it notes in the first colour. Pupils each write down at least
five conflicts that that they have been involved with, or that they know about. These
can be conflicts that have occurred in schools, at home, in their community, in the UK
or internationally.

. Pupils then form pairs. They compare their lists, there may be many duplicates,

and together they come up with one list of five conflicts.

. Pairs then pair up with another group and share their lists. One student reads aloud

each ‘conflict situation’ to the others, who then group together all the conflicts that
seem to have something in common. The pupils then come up with a name or category
for each cluster of conflicts — these should be written on Post-it notes of the second
colour.

The class then comes together to discuss the categories it devised, giving an example
of each one.

. Write the words things, feelings and ideas on the board. Explain that these are

categories which can be used to classify conflicts, explain as follows:

Conflicts over things: these occur when two or more people or groups want the same
object, material or resource and there is not enough to go around.

Conflicts over feelings: these have to do with people’s needs for friendship, love, respect,
power, status, attention or admiration. Every person has some of these needs:
sometimes groups of people or countries have these needs as well. Conflict can arise
when feelings are hurt, denied or not taken into consideration.

Conflicts over ideas: these have to do with the beliefs and values that a person,
a group of people, or even a country feels are most important and fundamental.
They often come from religious beliefs, cultural; traditions and political systems.
They also may be highly personal.

(from ‘Education for Development’, Susan Fountain, 1995, Hodder and Stoughton)

Pupils can look again at the conflicts they wrote about, and in small groups reclassify
them according to whether they are about things, feeling or ideas. (For this they need
Post-it notes of the third colour.) Some conflicts will have different elements and will
seem to fit into more than one category. Some will appear to fit into none.

The class comes together to discuss the activity:

How did this way of classifying conflicts compare to the ones that they
themselves devised?

Which system would be most helpful in helping them find a solution to a conflict?
W hy?



